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This has been a very important year for Springboard for children as we have sought to celebrate
reaching a significant milestone and everything that has been achieved in our first decade, reflect on
all that has been learmed and gained through our experiences across that time and see the way ahead
inte the next decade and all the possibiiities it presents.

As with every year that preceded it, this year has had its share of exciling new developments, some of
which are covered in more detail in this newsletter, including commencing work in a seventh schoo!,
launching a new website, running poetry workshops, hosting a birthday party for the children and
being the subject of a feature in the Telegraph Magazine which stimulated a lot of interest from & wide
variety of people. The team has continued to grow, particularly as a result of increased publicity
about our work, and we now have a compiement of 38 staff inciuding 26 teaching voiunteers enabling
us to reach significantly more children than ever before.

Of course, we have also continued to do all the normal teaching and run the usual events such as trips
for the children. All the team have worked very hard throughout the year to maintain the guality and
consistency of our work with the children who remain the core and focus of everything we plan and do.
Huge thanks and congratulations are due to every member of the team for their ongoing commitment,
for meeting all the new challenges the year presented and for the resuits we have seen in children's
progress and development.

Cur anniversary year still has some months to run and we plan to round it off in Movember with events
to launch of our own book of children's poetry, containing the results of the workshops, which is in
production through the summer.

So, we hope you enjoy this update on what's been going on and we look forward to sharing the
coming year with you,

Janet Bristow, Education Director
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We took the juniors to
Halls Green Adventure Centre for a special day
Pt T T Civerd attud Jall aThe 0 it A good day was had by alll




10TH ANNIVERSARY BIRTHDAY PARTY —

We could not let this special year go by without a celebration ™~ Q B “<Ir
&
£

for the Springboard children. All the children were invited to a he S & i
birthday party at Oliver Goldsmith's school on Saturday 25th May, ~ =
to mark this special occasion. There were various fun activities, o :uffl
races and games. Upstairs in the Springboard classrooms, Esther o T

helped the children to make a special birthday banner with drawings of all the children.
It is a lovely reminder of such a fun day and all the children that attended. But without
a doubt, the bouncy castle was the hi-light of the afterncon and much energy was
expended with bouncing and jumping!

After all the excitement outside, the teams congregated in the top hall for more
fun and games hosted by Carol and her guests the puppets, Oscar and Lenny. They put on
a show for the children and helped Carol judge a funny face competition and a spelling
contest for the team leaders. Custard pies were needed to remind the leaders to brush
up on their spelling much to the children’s delight!

We rounded of f the afternoon by sharing a
magnificent birthday cake and handing out
goodie bags and books to all the children
that had been part of the wonderful
afternoon. Many of the children have been
talking about it for weeks after the event
and we have seen some lovely work
describing how they enjoyed the day, even
new friendships have continued across the
Jll schools. Many thanks to all who made the
= day such a brilliant success.
(Left: Alison and Sam still smiling despite receiving custard pies for their spellings!!)

A Day in the Life of a Full Time Volunteer . . . .

Rita and Rebecca have been this year's Careforce volunteers, Both work in three schools so their
days are varied and, usually, very busy! Here is a typical Tuesday for Rita ...

The first school Rita goes to is on the Old Kent Road, so this means an earlier start than
usual — "Sewven thirty is not THAT early... really!” she says. Rita appreciates
%B‘T@:’& the quiet of the early morning but that changes by the time she gets to school!
She meets Claire, a colleague, at the library and the two of them take a stroll along
the canal path, dodaing the cyclists, to the Old Kent Road. "But,” says Rita, "conversation is
limited, as I'm still asleep!”

Rita arrives at Eveline Lowe and prepares for the first child of the morning. The morning passes
quickly here and at 12:30 the Springboard team leaves. On the way out of the school Rita is often
huaged by one of the children she teaches. Virginia chauffeurs Rita to her next :

school — Brunswick Park, where she has a break and catehes some lunch. Sylvia
Jeins her and they chat while preparing lessons. Rita finds the atmosphere very calming and
peaceful.

For the next hour and a half Rita's time is spent in a "blur of sounds, Bangers and Mash and various
worksheets”. At 3:15 Rita leaves the school, this time chauffeured by Sylvia to Oliver Goldsmith,
which is gquiet now that teaching is over for the day. Time to reflect, plan lessons and do little jobs
for the coordinators.

The walk home for Rita is an arduous ene —just across the road! She says, "My favourite way to
unwind is to watch Neighbours®. Rita chats to the family she lives with and then thinks about
dinner (and then what?). After a busy teaching day Rita likes o let of f steam and she does this
at the local fitness centre. The workout she does is quite intense — "I'm not sure
3 why I put myself through the pain,” she wonders!

And then home again to bed, Roll on Wednesday... (By Claire Tripp)




Some Reflections 1995-2002 by Mary Ecclestore
i I jeined Springbeard in 1995, so was not one of the pioneers of '92. T was first a trustee, and then
: later became a volunteer, +*
Springboard as it was then would be recognisable now, although of course it was smaller, The basic
workforee was already in place when I joined, There were 4 part-time volunteers, 2 full-time
volunteers and 2 full-time paid teachers, The work was established in Oliver Seoldsmith Schesl and
had just started in Peckham Park School,
Children who were struggling with literacy were referred to Springboard by the Special Needs Co-
erdinator. The gualified teachers follewed appropriate teaching programmes, and volunteers
. closely supervised by Jane Hastings, used other suitable material and some of us had just storted
. o pilet the Scundworks Programme. As is the practice now there are reviews at the end of every |
i term end the children were tested ot the end of the year, Teachers also took children on outings | ,
: at the weekends and there was on annual summer trip to a farm in Hampshire. >
So what has changed? Springbeard has grown! There are mere staff and we now cperate in seven -
schools. The management then was in the hands of one person, Jane Hastings founder of :
i Springbsard. She was administrater, fundraiser, education directer, schools co-ordinator, public |
. relations and personnel officer, development officer as well as being hands on IT consultant. Frem |
i a little study at her home, Jare menaged the work force, As we expanded Jane delegated these

responsibilities ond now we have a Management Team. : -
i There have been big changes too in our premises. At Oliver Goldsmith we now have a suite of ﬂ
: rooms whereas we used to have just one small, dark room situated beneath the girls' cloakroom. At ¢ i \
. the time pupils had a craze for leaving the taps rumning with the plugs in. This resulted in frequent L ’J
i floods which gradually seeped through cur ceiling, teachers had to seize their papers and runl | by
i The size of the room limited the number of pupils we could teach, and Springboard was given a t‘.. il
. second teaching room on the first floor. Springboard staff have always worked hard, often beyond | B
. the call of duty. One volunteer worked so late on a Friday night that she managed to get herself | T 'I

lecked in the school and had to escape by breaking a window!

Much has changed as Springboard has grown but one thing remains constant, there are always
prayers on Wednesday lunchtime ot Oliver Goldsmith, and we have seen many answers to these

prayers.

Special Thanks to the Funders of Spriﬂgb"“"d

Two of the funders of Springboard for Children were asked to comment on the aspects of
Springboard which they consider to be the most important in meeting the needs of children from
inner cities...

*The aspects of Springboard which we consider most important for mesting needs of children include your focus on

providing o valuable Tife skill of Frerocy which con be the cornerstone for breaking out of the vicious circle of

deprivation. " Accenfure
“Springboard offers an offernative fo underachievement and @ means to breaking the cycle of disadvantage
experienced by so many lecal children.. We see the Springboard project as presenting the children with the
apporfunity to bridge the gap in their literacy levels and help provide them with the necessary levels of confidence
and self-esteem which they need in order to succeed in the classroom alongside their peers.” SHINE

“We feel that Springboard is an effective intervention against an experience of scheol which could lead to
disaffection, offending behavicur, fow employability and even the horrors of hamelessness and custody... We hope
that one day all ehildren in their early years will have the same opportunities that the children whe experience the
work of Springboard hove in Seuthwark ot present.” JJ7 Charifable Trust

And how Springboard has fulfilled the aims of each grant making body..

"Cur priorities include supporting organisations which provide young peaple with skille which will hejp these peaple
o bresk cut of the cycle of deprivation which traps and demoralises children too often. * Accenture

“Springboard provides an enjoyable learming atmosphere in whick children whe really need it are fought en o one-to-
one basis, building their concentration levels and giving them the basic skills. Springboard’s resulfs are impressive.
They are fielping Fhe children they teach to move closer fo recching their ocademic petential and they help reise
*he children’s confidence levels so that they con meet their fearning challenges. " SHINE

“We feel that Springboard for children is an effective programme for helping children from the outset, before
[these] disodventfages Toke their toll and lead To such ferrible effects as we experience with older generations.”
JJ Charitable Trust
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We would like to say a very warm welcome to all - e Ted o :"I e
new volunteers which have jeined the Springboard A T e S be, MU
new faces. We hope thn'ryv.J feel at. h.uma with P LoM Lol v -- ~ apd
Springboard already and en joy working with us o U o ..uhﬁw‘{—‘
serve the needs of more Springboard children. wh o
Reem Barreto Rache| Jordan
Larna Brockert Tricia Kiely - -
Andrea Croly Sarch-Jane ODuffy M chon s The Childrews Poetry Bouks
Angela Denniss Heather Tarbuck ) o
Pam Gilbert Wiebke Thompson We are ol very excited cbout the boak which will
Kate Hadley Helen Webster R e lewnehed in Movember featuring poems and artwork
L by the Springbeard children. The performance
Z 5 poet Adisa, inspired children at Peckham Park
i ® and Oliver Soldsmith to write creatively about
Goodlyed ' *their world'. Some wonderful and thought proveking
Unfortunatehy, we also have peaple leaving us at the [ poems were produced along with ereative and
end of this term, ‘\\ colourful illustrations. We look forward to seeing the
Anna Guyer (on materity leave - ook forward to final working copy which iz in the hands of designers,
seeing you back soon.f) Contrapesitive, and then seeing it in print by the
Earine Holreyd Autumn, Springboard are very proud to produce such
Rebecca Magewan a wonderful mementa for the aniversary year
Rebecca Sleane and to celebrate the talents ond cbilities of the
Rita Tam children at Springboard. Keep your dicries free for
We will miss them all greatly and are o thankful fer 4 ., the of ficial Book Launch Event in late Movember.
all the time they have given to Springboard. We wish Sl (venue TBC)
them the best az they move on to more new and -
exciting Things. We also have to say farewell to a number of our O New Welsite

children as they leave To go to secondary school,,

www.springboard.org.uk

Albie Cullen

Hada Ahmed
Antonio Meto
Nathan Quintyre
Ricky Tinpeloo
Julieta V Machede

Arme Marie Tomisin
Maoses Omoruyi
Miketa Ward
Trevar McHenry
Stacey Ann Jackson
Danni Eddicatt

If you have not already done so, please go and visit
our new website. With many Thanks fo The localiy
based design company "Contrapositive’, we have
updated the website, with a fresh bok and mare
interactive features. Also, find out how you could
become a new volunteer, or a Friend” of Springboard

We wish them every success in their future studies.

plus lots more. It is well werth a surfl

Help a London child

Laing PLL Chariteble Trust

The Paul Hambyn Foundation

The Equiteble Charitchle Trust
The Peter Moores Charitable Trust
Kingdom Charitable Trust

Plus all the 'Friends of Springboard for children’ wha
give regularly to our werk, and thanks also to all sur
staff end valuntesrs.

THANK YOu :

As always we are extremely grateful to all those who have helped to make the year such :
a success. :

Thanks go To: '
The Accenture Foundation Adiza !
The SHINE Trust Autograph Design :
The JJ Charitable Trust (Sainsbury) Contrapesitive i
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation Penguin Books H
5t John Cass's Foundation Kelloggs H
Southwark Childrens Fund Sarch Elizabeth Ryley :.
The Tudor Trust All Saint's Church |
Lioyds TSR St Micheels Church :
¥
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132, Friary Road, Peckham,
SE15 sUW

020 7835 8797

info@springboard.org.uk
www.springboard.org.uk

Springboard

Springboard for children is a registered charity.
Registered Chanty number 1034446



