
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Newsletter                                               
December 2003                                            “ Learning support for young lives”  
 
 

Such has been the crush of 
events recently that I passed 
the anniversary of my joining 
Springboard for Children a 
year ago with barely a fl icker. 
Such a lot has happened. We 
are in a year of consolidation. 
We are now teaching record 
numbers of children in the 

largest number of schools and the group teaching 
pilot is beginning to show real promise: and all of 
that is a testimony to the hard work and 
determination of each and every one of the 
Trustees, staff and volunteers. 

I t has not just been a year of consolidation; we are 
also building for the future. We’ve had some 
extraordinary press coverage this autumn and a 
very large number of visitors who have carried 
away the most positive messages about our work. 
We have begun to develop a powerful Board of 
Patrons with Lord Harris of Peckham, Estelle 
Morris MP and Sir Robert Balchin all committed 
to doing their best to help us strengthen and 
grow. 

We have also attracted new and purposeful 
support this year and one of the most significant 
contributions has been from Accenture who have 
begun to help us put detail into our strategic 
planning. They also supported the Trustees at 
their recent half-day meeting when they met with 
the senior executive team to plan the weeks and 
months ahead. The meeting was important in that 
it reaffirmed our core mission and determination 
to open a new hub in north London in 2004. 

In that context, the decision of the Drapers’ 
Company to choose Springboard for Children as 
their charity of the year in 2004 has been a great 
boost to our ambitions. The Drapers’ Company is 
one of the oldest livery companies in the City and 
their charitable committee has been interested in 
our work for some time. It is a mark  
 
 

 
of their confidence in the work that we do that we 
have been chosen in this way. We are, therefore, 
embarking upon a year of fund-raising with the 
Drapers’ which will culminate in a formal dinner 
and auction in the Great Hall in June 2004. We 
shall be including a raffle in the events to be 
undertaken this year and any reader of this news-
sheet who would like to make tickets available to 
friends and colleagues simply leave a message for 
Helen on 020 7635 6797. 

We have also strengthened 
the Board of Trustees this year 
with the appointment of Peter 
Slater and David Brown. Peter 
is a Managing Director within 
the Global Technology and 
Operations Division of 
Deutsche Bank and his 
appointment as chairman of 
Springboard for Children has 
been the catalyst for much of 
the careful work that is 
currently being undertaken in preparation for our 
expansion in the years to come. David joins us 
from the Sainsbury Family Trusts where, he was 
the Administrator of the Linbury Trust from 1993 
until 2002. David brings a wealth of experience in 
fund-raising and contacts deep into the charitable 
world. 

Finally, I am indebted to colleagues at 
Deutschebank who have joined the senior staff 
here at Friary Road with thoughtful suggestions 
as to our human resource management and who 
have faci litated much of the current consolidation. 
A grateful thanks to them and to my colleagues – 
Janet, Carol, A lison, Helen and Reem - here at the 
office who put up with the many new pressures 
that attend the dual tasks of consolidation and 
expansion. 
 
 
Adrian Pri tchard, Chief  Executive 
Off icer 
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 on Past Pupi ls 

A word of encouragement by Claire Tripp. 
 

Friday afternoons at Oliver Goldsmith Primary 
are usually uneventful but two weeks ago we 
were privileged to be in the unexpected presence 
of one of the very first children to be taught at 
Springboard, Michael Momo. I expect Miss 
Hastings and Toushy are smil ing right now as 
they were lucky ladies who supported Michael. 
Well I could not bypass the opportunity to grill  
him about his memories of Springboard, al l those 
years ago. 
 

We all know that Springboard has altered 
considerably in the past few years and M ichael 
was surprised at how big it is now, and although 
he is not very good at remembering names, there 
are two ladies whose names stick in his mind: 
Miss Hastings and Toushy. “ I remember kindness 
from Toushy and Jane”  is the first thing he said 
when I asked him what he could remember. 
“ They took me to lots of places, tw ice we went to 
a farm and Toushy took me to Legoland.”  The 
kindness didn't'  end there; Toushy gave him cup 
which he still uses, that says ‘Is it lunchtime yet?' 
 

 

M ichael recalls being taught to pronounce letters 
and how to spell. Springboard was also the place 
where he perfected his signature. “ Toushy told 
me it looked good because my handwriting had 
improved.”  A ll in all Springboard had a positive 
effect on his life and the skills he had been taught 

came out in secondary school. A lthough Michael 
did not get as many GSCE's as he had hoped for, 
he went on to do an intermediate art course in 
Clapham, travelling from Plumstead each day! 
 

Fantasy books are Michael's preferred reading 
material and he wants to read Lord of the Rings 
soon. However he isn't too keen on Harry Potter – 
“ It's too childish” . But it is C.S. Lewis who gets 
the real thumbs up; The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe is his favourite book and he has read it 
three times! Then the truth emerged. Miss 
Hastings if you want to know where your Lion, 
Witch and Wardrobe video went to, you loaned it 
to Michael over ten years! 
 

So where has Springboard taken Michael? What 
are his future plans? Now 19 years old, Michael is 
currently at Greenwich Community College 
doing an Access to University course in 
Photography, Graphic Design and 3D Studio 
Work. He is undecided about university and may 
take a year out as his passion for football may 
take him in another direction. He is currently 
playing for a team which has set up where a 
coach and scout evaluate and refer players to 
division teams and he doesn't want to miss this 
opportunity. “ I'd really love to play for 
Manchester United, but I would be happy for a 
contract with any team.”  
 

M ichael believes that Springboard for Children is 
a good thing and says that i t is a place for children 
to enjoy themselves. But i t seems that the effects 
of having support and kindness are far reaching 
and long lasting. “ I had a good childhood because 
of Springboard.”  
 
 

 on schools 
As you may remember in the last Focus 
newsletter we had just moved into two new 
schools at the start of term in September. At 
Brockley Primary School in Lewisham, we are 
very encouraged by the progress already being 
made by the pupils at this new school. The head 
teacher has said how pleased she is by the way 
things are working out so far. 
A t Gloucester school in Southwark, Joyce Gbeleyi 
has taken over as the new Coordinator for the 
Springboard teaching in the school. Although 
some things are stil l being put in place at this new 
school, it is great to see how settled and 
established things already are. One member of the 
team has commented particularly on how 
appreciative the children have been. 
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 on children’s work 
 
Many of the children we teach at Springboard are 
gifted artistically and Christmas is a great way to 
let these talents come to the surface. The children 
have worked so hard on their reading and 
spelling skills all  year, we like to give them some 
time before the term is over, to make Christmas 
crafts and decorations for the Springboard room 
and pictures to take home. We would like to share 
some of their work w ith you... 

 
This work 
has been 
done by 
various 
Springboard 
children 
from 
different 
schools and 
of differing 
ages and 
abilities. 
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Contact us: Springboard for Chi ldren 
 132 Friary Road, London, 
 SE15 5UW 

                              Tel/ Fax 020-7635-6797 
                       Web: www.springboard.org.uk 
                       Email:info@springboard.org.uk 
 

 on news in brief  
New Logo for 
Springboard 
Springboard for Children 
has a new logo as you may 
have noticed on the front 
page of this newsletter. It is 
bright and colourful (even 
though it can only be seen in black and white on 
this newsletter) and reflects the individuality of 
our work. We wanted the image to be childlike in 
order to underline that children are at the heart of 
all  we do. So look out for this new logo which w ill  
be appearing on our new brochures, the website 
and any paperwork. 
 

Springboard Open Days 
In January there will  be Open Days at 
Springboard for Children in Oliver Goldsmith 
Primary School. We have invited the SENCO's 
(Special Educational Needs Coordinators) from 
every school in Lambeth, Lewisham, Southwark 
and Isl ington, to come a visit us, see what we do 
and how Springboard could be effective in their 
schools. 
 

New Volunteers 
We would l ike to formally welcome all the new 
volunteers which have joined the team in the 
second half of the autumn term. The office 
received an outstanding response to the articles 
which were published in the Sunday Mail ‘You'  
magazine in September. 
The majority of calls and 
emails we received were 
regarding volunteering. We 
were extremely pleased to 
invite many people to visit 
and find out more about 
what it is l ike to be a 
volunteer for Springboard 
for Children.  
As a result it is has been 
wonderful to see how our 
team has grown in such a short amount of time. 
We hope that this steady influx of volunteers w ill  
continue throughout the year, and that all who 
join us will have a fulfil l ing and rewarding time at 
Springboard as they serve the literacy needs of 
disadvantaged children in the inner cities. 
 

The Drapers’ Chari ty of  the Year 
If you would l ike to find out more information 
about The Drapers' Company and what it means 
for Springboard for Children to be chosen as their 
charity of the year 2004, you can visit: 
www.thedrapers.co.uk 

  on your support 
Thank you for all your support, prayers and 
encouragement for the work of Springboard for 
Children.  
 

We would like to thank all of our funders and 
our ‘Friends of Springboard'; we extend our 
thanks to... 
 
The Accenture Foundation   
The SHINE Trust    
The JJ Charitable Trust (Sainsbury)  
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation    
Southwark Childrens Fund   
The Tudor Trust 
Lloyds TSB 
The Draper's Company 
The Mercers'  Company 
The Foyle Foundation 
The Sir William Boreman's Foundation 
The 29 May 1961 Charitable Trust 
The Enid Blyton Trust For Children 
The Eleanor Hamilton Educational and Charitable 
Trust 
The Jerusalem Trust 
The Aspinwall Educational Trust 
The Thomson Corporation PLC 

A lso to: A ll Saints Church, Camberwell 
 
 

On behalf of all at 
 Springboard for Children,  

 
we would like to wish you a very 
Happy Christmas and a peaceful 

New Year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


