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T his has been ayear of enormousdevelopment at
Springboard for children. The autumn saw the
successful launch of ‘Our World’ — a poetry book
written by Springboard children with the help of
Adisa, the performance poet. Some of the children
were on Channel Five's ‘Open House' and others
were featured on Radio Five Live. We have had a
wonderful offer to distribute the remaining copies
of the booklet through ‘You’ magazine.

We moved into anew school, &t Mark’s, in a new
borough, Lambeth and this autumn will see usin
new schools in Southwark and Lewisham. |
expect that we will be teaching 75 new pupils in
September which is more than at any time in our
history and will bring us up to approximately 250
children.

We have had an extraordinary influx of visitors
including The Rt Hon Estelle Morris, Fiona Millar,
Sue Peart who is editor of ‘You’ magazine, and
Councillor Richard Potter. All have left full of
enthusiasm and excited by what they have seen.

As | write, we are exploring the possibilities of
expansion into North London and beginning to
look further afield to Liverpool in partnership
with other charitable funders. We are beginning
to forge careful alliances with charities which
undertake work that is complementary to our
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own in order that we can increase our influence
and extend our work.

The Trustees have begun to search for new
recruits to the Board in order to strengthen the
organisation and prepare thoroughly for a more
national role. At the same time | am searching for
Patrons who can champion the cause of
Springboard for children in government, the City
and the media.

We are beginning a pilot in the coming weeks
which, if successful, will enable us to teach
significantly more children and thereby increase
our impact. The intention is to trial a system of
group teaching with those children who could
benefit from it. | am confident that the pilot will
be successful and look forward to being able to
report avery significant increase in the number of
children we teach when next | come to write my
annual review.

Finally, | would just like to pay tribute to the 41
staff and volunteers that work so tirelessly for the
children in our schools. | never cease to be
encouraged by, and grateful for, their good
humour and hard work.

% R

Adrian Pritchard, Chief Executive
Officer
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P@CUS on schools

Oliver Goldsmith Primary school is the training
base for all new volunteers which come to
Springboard. It is the school where Springboard
for children first became established through one
Christian lady. She saw a need and volunteered
her time to help children read. Springboard now
teaches around 80 children heretwice aweek. It is
always a hive of activity with a constant stream of
children coming up and down the stairs in the
staff building on site for their Springboard lesson.

Oliver Goldsmith has always welcomed visitors
and supporters, but none more so than this year.
Our work has caught the attention of prominent
figures in education and relative fields who wish
to come and visit and see Springboard in action.

We were delighted to welcome the Rt Hon

Estelle Morris earlier this year to Vvisit
Springboard for children.

During her visit, Estelle Morris took the
opportunity to talk with the children as she
observed lessons taking place.

Open Day’s at Oliver Goldsmith

A's part of our expansion to new schools in the
area, we held three Open Days this term at Oliver
Goldsmith. We invited SENCOs and Head
Teachers from schools in Southwark, Lewisham
and Lambeth. Our visitors were given the chance
to look around the teaching rooms to see the
children at work receiving one-to-one tuition, and
then to find out how Springboard for children for
operates in schools. This was a new idea, and has
turned out to be very successful. It is likely that
we will be starting to teach in two new schools as
aresult of those visits.

Focus : on teachi ng

| recently caught up with Heather Robinson, a
new part-time volunteer at Oliver Goldsmith,
who joined the Springboard teaching team at the
beginning of this summer term. She had just
finished her teaching and was about to embark on
a spot of lesson planning. | quizzed her on her
expectations of becoming a volunteer literacy
tutor and how she wasfinding life at Springboard
with a SoundWorks manual...

What inspired you to come and volunteer for
Springboard?

After having children of my own, | cameto realise
that literacy isfundamental to all aspects of life.
Springboard gives children a second chance.

What has been the biggest challenge since you
started at Springboard?

To keep the children interested during lessons
and to find new ways of maintaining their
enthusiasm.

What isthe most rewarding part of teaching
children toread and write?

The best bit hasto betheir excitement when they
realise they can read something for thefirst time,
even if itisjust theword ‘the', it provesthat
reading is not out of reach.

Would you encourage other peopleto volunteer
at Springboard?

Yes, definitely —without hesitation! | am
extremely well supported and everyoneis so
helpful. Most of all it isso rewarding to watch the
progress the children are making.

: If you areinterested in becoming a volunteer for
: Springboard, and would like the reward of
| seeing disadvantaged children making progress
| against the odds, then please contact the
! Springboard Office Tel: 020 7635 6797. We would
1 loveto hear from you.



F@Cugon Children

At this time of year, amongst the end of term
reviews and reading and spelling assessments, we
always look forward to the Springboard summer
trips. (Well the children do at least!) They are a
good opportunity to spend time with the children
away from school and to give them a well earned
reward for all their hard work throughout the
year. This year, due to the growing numbers of
children we teach, we arranged three trips; a visit
to Horton Park Farm, near Epsom for the infants,
and two tripsto Halls Green Activity Centre for
thejuniors.

It seems only fitting that the children should tell
you all about it themselves. So here are some of
the wonderful pieces of writing and illustrations
the children have done describing the fun they
had on the Springboard summer trips...

Climbing on thetyres at the Halls Green Activity
Centre, watch out for the mud!

Juniors enjoying the scramble net in the woods.




P@CUS on Fundraising

Celebrating our world

On May 1t Springboard held a wonderful
evening reception and concert of sublime music
by Duo Medici, to raise money for our work. We
also used this occasion to promote the recent
launch of the poetry book, "‘Our World' which
contains poetry written by the children who
receive help with literacy on the Springboard
programme in their school.

A magnificent time was had by all at this
prestigious event, and the total amount raised
was in the region of £4000. We would like to
thank all of you who donated money on this
occasion, and especially to those who attended
the event.

“atruly magical evening”

“What a spectacular Springboard evening. The
music was wonderful and uplifting’

“the performance was unforgettable, the
refreshments i mpeccabl e’

T hank you again to everyone who was involved
in making the evening so special and helping us
to raise so much money.

The FloraLondon M arathon 2003

We would like to say a huge thank you and
congratulations to Anthony Ansell who took part
in the Flora London Marathon
this year to raise money for
Springboard for children. A
total of almost £5000 was
donated altogether. Thank
you also, to all those who
supported Anthony and who have given
so generously to Springboard. We are extremely
grateful. Every penny that was raised will be used
to help children who struggle with learning
difficultiesto have a brighter future.
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“Springboard clearly makes areal
difference” (sobhan Hill, Sr John Cass's

Foundation)

A swereflect upon how Springboard for children
has grown and developed over the past year, we
are mindful this has only been made possible by
the continued support we receive from Charitable
Trusts such asthe Sir John Cass's Foundation. |
asked them to comment on what aspects of
Springboard for children they consider to bethe

most important in meeting the needs of children
from inner cities:

“Thefocus that Springboard places on developing,
in a caring but nonetheless very professional
environment, the literacy skills of those children
who areat risk of falling behind has impressed
our Governors, who are convinced that without
these key skills other areas of the curriculum will
be closed.”

FOCTS o your support

T hank you for all your support, prayers and
encouragement for the work of Springboard for
children.

We would like to thank all of our funders and
our ‘Friends of Springboard'; we extend our
thanksto...

The Accenture Foundation

The SHINE Trust

The JJCharitable Trust (Sainsbury)

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation

Sir John Cass's Foundation

Southwark Childrens Fund

The Tudor Trust

LloydsTSB

The Draper's Company

The Mercers' Company

The 29 May 1961 Charitable Trust

The Enid Blyton Trust For Children

The Eleanor Hamilton Educational and Charitable
Trust

The Jerusalem Trust

A\lIso to: All Saints Church, Peckham &
Contrapositive

Friends of Springboard for

children
You can become a ‘Friend of Springboard' by
making a one off donation or by giving regularly
to our work.
£5 month buys a complete reading
schemeto help acquire basic skills
£10 month pays for computer learning to
motivate and develop the children
£15 month paysfor the Soundworkskit
to develop basic phonic skills
For more details contact Carol Thomson at the
Springboard Office. (Details below)

Contact us: springboard for children
132 Friary Road, London,
SE155UW
Tel/ Fax 020-7635-6797
Web: www.springboard.org.uk
Email:info@springboard.org.uk




