OUR WORLD POETRY PROJECT

FOR 'SPRINGBOARD" PUPILS AT OLIVER
GOLDSMITH PRIMARY SCHOOL

Springboard for children is an educational
charity that has worked in Peckham and
Camberwell for the last ten years. It grew
from a committed religious faith, a belief that
all children are equally valuable, wherever
they live or whatever their abilities.
Supported by voluntary donations and by
other charitable trusts, it works by helping
children who need help with basic literacy
skills. Its team of mature volunteers and
trained special needs teachers work in
partnership with schools to provide an
individual learning programme for each child.
Seven primary schools are now part of the
Springboard family, with more than a
hundred children working with Springboard
adults. One to one teaching is provided twice
a week. It uses a mixture of multi-sensory
approaches to learning and is built on close
trust. Mark Parsons, head of Oliver
Goldsmith School where 25 Springboard
teachers work, has said: "You could not fund
this school to the point where Springboard
would be redundant.”

Recently Springboard pupils from Oliver
Goldsmith Primary School and Peckham Park
Primary School became published writers.
‘Our World' is a small beautifully produced
anthology of poems. As its title suggests, the
main aim of the collection is to reflect the
children's own view of the places where they
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live and the experiences they have and their
wishes for the future. They chose their own
topics and their own themes. The
‘importance’ of these issues is not
determined by newspaper editorials or TV
shows, but by what the children themselves
believe. In this way, the book illuminates the
nature of the Springboard project as well as
the area in which it operates.

The way the book came 1o life is itself an
intriguing and encouraging story. The black
writer Adisa, who won the award for
Performance Poet of the Year, ran a series of
poetry workshops for Springboard pupils in
the two schools. His rapport with the
children and his unstoppable energy as a
speaker of his own poetry acted as the
primary inspiration. His patience and good
humour and empathy then helped bring the
children's half-formed thoughts out into the
light and onto the page. In Oliver Goldsmith,
the pcems also became the centrepiece of
an assembly held 1o mark the onset of
National Poetry Week in October 2002. The
day before, Adisa had been interviewed on
Radio Five Live, discussing his involvernent in
the creation of the book. Some of the
children pre-recorded poems from the book,
and these were broadcast too.

But that wasn't all. Later in the week, Adisa






