When children slip through the
education system without
learning how to read and write
there's a danger they'll turn to
crime. Springboard for Children
is helping to give underachieving
« pupils the literacy skills they

need for a brighter future
Report Gill Martin Photographs Geoff Wilkinson
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Jake Howard bows his head intently over his reading book, his freckled face screwed up
with the effort of sounding out his words. They're simple words, such as, ‘Dan the fat man’
and ‘a cat that sat on the flat hat', but for Jake they are a mountain to climb. For Dan and
the Cat is the first book this seven-year-old has ever read.

Jake is one of many inner-city children with leaming difficulties who are benefiting from
a scheme called Springboard for Children. Founded ten years ago at the Oliver Goldsmith
Primary School in Peckham, Southeast London —where murdered schoolboy Damilola
Taylor was a pupil - the scheme gives underachieving children of pimary-school age
one-to-one tuition to help them catch up with their classmates. Children with autism or
dyslexia; children who have been bullied or lack parental support; children for whom
English isn't their native language - all those who would benefit from extra help are picked
out by a special educational needs coordinator based at the school. Alongside their
mainstream classes, these children are given 80 minutes’ personal tuition a week for two
years - longer if they require it. And Springboard says that 86 per cent of the children who
complete the programme reach a comparable reading age to their classmates.

At Oliver Goldsmith, almost half of the 800 pupils have special educational needs. But
thanks to the Springboard scheme, Jake, who has problems with concentration, and his
nine-year-old brother Luke, who is dyslexic, are making progress. Compared with many of
their contemporaries in this socially deprived area, Jake and Luke could be described as
fortunate. They have a settled home life with their mother and five-year-old brother »






